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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from page 1


We can approach God with boldness because Jesus purchased that right with his life. (Heb. 4:14-16)


John said," we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous": (1 John 2:1) 


     Effectual prayer can be a simple request, "God help me". For those who are His children, He anticipated that there would be times and situations when we would not be able to express our longing. To this end Paul wrote, "And in like manner the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: for we know not how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for (us) with groanings which cannot be uttered; and he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to (the will of) God". (Rom 8:26-27)


     I am afraid that most of us (with the best intentions) do not pray as much as we should. It is a short- coming we should all work on, I know that it is for me. Yet it is so easy to pray to God for He has made Himself so accessible to us. We can pray anywhere, any time we desire to speak to the one who cares for us the most. When Paul wrote "Pray without ceasing" (I Thess.5: 8)


It was with this mind that he spoke. 


     As I look about us in this church, there are so many things we need to be prayful about. I am truly thankful for those prayed in my behalf.


  


"What a Friend we have in Jesus


All our sins and grief to bear


What a privilege to carry


Everything to God in prayer


O what peace we often forfeit


O what needless pain we bear


All because we do not carry


Everything to God in prayer".


		


		Joe Phillips








An increasing number of people express similar sentiments.  They insist that they love Jesus and want to serve Him.  Their problem is with "organized religion."  If they mean by organized religion all of the organizations that have claimed to represent Jesus through the centuries, they have reason to distance themselves from it.  If they mean that they wish to avoid membership in a denomination with its earthly headquarters, hierarchy, legislative body and subsidiary organizations, they are perfectly right in doing so.  Jesus never authorized denominations.


     Sadly, however, in an effort to avoid unscriptural organizations, many are avoiding one, which the Lord through His apostles did approve--the local church.


     Immediately after the first individuals were saved by obedience to the gospel (Acts 2:41), they associated themselves together.  Continuing in the apostles' teaching, they had fellowship together in worship and in work (Acts 2:42).  Such fellowship required organization.  By Acts 4:35, there was a treasury, by Acts 6:1-7 there were men who were serving on behalf of the collective church (deacons?), and by Acts 15:2 the elders in Jerusalem are specifically mentioned.  No wonder, when Saul of Tarsus came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples" (Acts 9:26). At first, they rejected him but with the recommendation of Barnabas they allowed him to be "with them in Jerusalem, coming in and going 


out" (Acts 9:28). It is unthinkable that 


Paul should come into any community





Without realizing it, good Christians may be guilty of a degree of smugness and self-righteousness which leads them to feel that they are spiritually superior to those who make up a local church with all of its problems and the immaturity that some demonstrate.  When we become exasperated with our brethren, we need to read again Philippians 2:1-5.


     If, indeed, we are spiritually superior, we need to remain to help those who are weak (Romans 15:1-3; Galatians 6:1-2).  That's the very purpose of the local assembly.  It is like a family in which those who are mature provide protection, nourishment, discipline, instruction and examples to those who are immature.  Or like a hospital.  Imagine a hospital where healthy doctors and nurses walk out because they are tired of dealing with sick people.  There were some very sick people in the church in Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29), but the Lord did not instruct those who were pure to leave the congregation.


     There are times of course, when we should leave a congregation.  Perhaps we need to begin worshipping in a community where no church exists.  Or the congregation may engage in unscriptural practices that violate our consciences.  But when we begin meeting together, however few in number, we are forming a new church in the local sense, and our goal should be as soon as possible to have elders appointed.  If this is the kind of "organized religion" that we are trying to escape, we need to recognize that it is divine in origin rather than human.  We cannot follow Jesus while rejecting His arrangement for our own edification and for our fellowship in the edification of others.











					





Jesus or "Organized Religion"


By Sewell Hall





Recently, a young man described to me his present religious position.  "I am reading my Bible more than I ever have, I am praying often, and I am putting aside a significant portion of my income for charitable causes.  But I have decided that I am finished with organized religion."





today without trying "to join the disciples." When Paul had converted men and women, he was not content to have them unorganized, but returned and "appointed elders in every church" (Acts 14:23).  Would disciples in those cities have been justified in refusing such "organized religion"?


     Paul preached in Ephesus for three years during which "the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed" (Acts 19:20).  In the next chapter, we read of his meeting with the elders from Ephesus (Acts 20:17).  He charged them: "Take heed to yourselves and all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood" (Acts 20:28).  Can you imagine Paul's approving of a little group of sheep who decided to get together somewhere in a cave apart from the shepherds rather than being associated with such "organized religion"?


     Ephesians 4:11 refers to "pastors and teachers"--the same men to whom Paul was speaking in Acts 20:28.  Along with apostles, prophets and evangelists, their purpose was "the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 


every wind of doctrine. . . . but speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things to Him who is the head--Christ: (Eph. 4:12-15). Do not all Christians need such


equipping and edifying?








Praying   (reused and modified)


In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. (Phil 4:6)





     Triggered by the news of a man falling under a 


bus and being crushed, I heard another man relate his similar experience. Walking on the street in Vail Co., he slipped on some ice and fell under a moving bus. In his case the driver saw the event unfold and was able to stop the vehicle only inches from his head. He continued the story by saying that when he picked himself up his first comment was, "where is the nearest church, I need to give thanks".  


     This statement struck me with interest because I think it reflects the way most people view prayer, i.e.,


a very formal thing, in a religious setting with a little ante to help things along. For much of my own life I think I also looked at prayer in a way that was too formal. Not only in public worship but also in my personal prayers I felt the need to structure them in a formal way to be appropriate to God. That is, in the right way, at the right time, in the right posture. Although my feelings have changed over time I do not want to diminish in any way the reverence we must have before God in prayer. 


      When we consider all the teachings of Jesus on prayer, we must realize that prayer is perhaps the most intimate relationship we have with God. (Matt 6:6) Not some mere energizing of the religious soul but the request of a child to a father. Jesus often went off alone to pray to the Father. (Mk 6:46) When the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray, He began 


by acknowledging God as Father and that His name 


is Hallowed.		Cont. on page 3





      








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem;  Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green; Bro. Jack and Josh 


Sis Bonnie Smith's aunt is in rehab.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


The Butlers who are experiencing some


personal difficulties.  


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby.


__________________________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Monday night 03/13/06 at 7:30 PM


__________________________________________


Our meeting is only two weeks away


There are fliers in the back


Lets use then to the fullest


Call your friends and invite them


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---David Brown


Song Leader---Phillip West


Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman 


   Asst. 2-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 3-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 4-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 5-----Norm Rich


2nd Prayer----Malcolm Smith


Scripture Reading---Cecil Douthitt


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer----Marty Hammond


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Ken Gay


Song Leader----Anthony Petrochko


2nd Prayer----Grant Hicks


Read Scripture ---Wes Guyton


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Drew Bowman


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Norm Rich


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Brad Bowman


Invitation---Zachary Huff


Closing Prayer---Rodee Bruns





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














